f assassination of John F Kennedy, 

Ccchbura argues that Lee Haivey Oswald 
was motivated to kill by honest left-iving principles 
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T htf tfmenainment industrv ho.s risen lo 
the challenge of the 30(h anniversary 
or John F Kenned) *s death with no 
^ ’ documentaries or semi- 
fictional films. Aside from one on his child- 
hood. these Offerings are divided equally be 
tween studies of th# 



-i>i5smauon am 
revencs of the glory that was Camcloi. *\Iis- 
sing in all this is any assessment of JFK’s 
achievements as President. 

Time has not burnished his record. Ken- 
ned> looks worse as the > ears roll by. At the 
end or his recent book. /(cf/jfMtif Cumtiof. 
Professor Noam Chomsky of .MIT observed 

miiMs ~ ^ Kennedy and Reagan adminis- 

campaigns 

ateut the threaiening might ot‘ the Evil Em- 
’“""'‘‘y manufactufed the "missile 



infrastructure and training wherebv thiscould 
^accomplished. .As Charles Maechlina. «ho 
IM ctwnter-insurgency and internal defense 
planning (rum l««| to IV66 put it. this shift 
in mission led to a change from US toleration 

Of the rap;Kity and cruelty of the Latin 
American milir>irv** -. j: ... ... 
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Camelot. Mis. I the m^thS'^Hei:;^' 



gap" and launched a spiral of risinu ndliu™ • .^erican death squads 

spending. Resgan , " ere conjured into being. The mad from Kc“ 

filJIv fnllou/M^ fk^ nedv tn &^no9n «e 



spending. Reagan faith- 
fiiily followed the same 
strategy. As Chester 
Bowles remarked of 
JFK. both were “full of 
belligerence, son of 
looking for a chance to 
prove their muscle.** 

Both initiated re- 
gressive ta.x policies for 
the benefit of investors. 

Some Reaganites tike 
Jack Kemp always 
frankly acknowledged 
Kennedy s pioneering e.sploits in "supply- 
side economics. ^ 

anrf "’*^0 bv Nick 

and Peter Davis, punctured the myth of JFK 

M a emsader for civil nghts. What aroused 

R vIJ^u racist rampaaes in 

Birmingham. Alabama. » as the fear that the 
Soviet Union would obtain a propauanda ad- 
vaniaje m the cold war. 

It was the same cold war fear of the USSR 
•''» •*»««. 

Hn ^ I c“"' (decisively commit the 

^ited States to a war in Southeast .Asia that 

mi'ir (»n<l a half, to about 

u“"‘^ 4°*' -- •''“'member 1961. 

•iS f h (he use of US forces 

(South yiernTmc”' ' 

following year. 1962. saw Kennedy 
^rapt a shut in the mission of the Lati^ 

"hemispheric 
sc lo iniernaj security." pim iJing the 
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-the methods or Heinnch Himmlers exier 
rrunation squads.** 

Simultaneously Kennedy’s Alliance for 
Progress began to force the economic "struc- 
tural adjustment" programs that in turn 
prompted greater military oppression across 
Latin America, even as “economic miracles” 
prompted soaring unemployment, greater 
^P“!^|(d'(»conteni. hence greater military op- 

The Kennedy years saw si.x military coups 
overthrow popular regimes, tn those Cameloi 
years, the Central .^erican death squads 



Department and the CIA. lu> ,j . 
momimcnial mistakes in it. rcluii.ms v.iiii 

Thi.s was at a time w hen the CIA w as bv n.. 
I means the publicly identitled and much;iis- 
I cussed institution it became after the revel . 

I tions of the mid-1960s. NlaSame olet' 
, louring the US after the US.sp„„,ored ove^i 
( throw and murder, in October I96J in Sai- 
i gon. of her husband Ngo Dinh Diem, aroused 
j Widespread ndicuic and disbelief w hen she 

ch^ged the C!A with .sponsoring the cou^ 

I Oswald was well-informed and. as his wife 
I Manna later repotted, a news junkie. Resi- 
I dent tn that city, he surely would have read an 
i ^ Orleans 77we.t-P/Vmime 
I ^ >963. quoting Castro as sa- 

I >ing. in the sioiy s words. "United States 
leaders would be in danger if they helped in 
My attempt to do away with leaders of Cuba." 
Just two months later in Dallas. Oswald noted 
the route of Kennedy’s impending cavalcade 

A year after Kennedy’s death. Johnson 
lhac the CIA had been running "a damned 



Os'.vald's was one of 
the faw e/feciive 



nedy (o Reagan is well 
signposted. Like Rea- 
gan, Kennedy was cna- 
moured of covert 
operations, nowhere 
more than in the at- 



. .. , triore than in the at- 

assassinations in the “ assassinate 

... , . Fiitel Castro and topple 

IlL^ T hif r^atm^ 



history of such 
enterprises 



his regime. Kennedy 
couniers have been se- 
dulous in trying to 
claim that the President 
and his brother. Attor- 
ney General RFK 
vew shielded from the CIA’s sponsotship of 
Mafia hit teams and other assassination bids 
Yean later. Winn Taplin. a CIA career oper- 
ations officer acknowledged that following 
I the Bay of Pigs, coven operation planning 
j and control were taken into the White House 
I and that ihete were few in the Agenev oper- 
I jUionaJ olhces in the early 1960s who did not 
I Imow that Roben Kennedy was the drivins 
I force on the special group working to topple 
I Castro. If there was "ever a period in the 
[ Agency s e.sisience when a president knew 
w hat the agency was doing." Taplin wrote, ’it 
was dunng the Kennedy years. ” 

Among the persons who had some inkling 
of what the President and the CfA were doing 
ag^nsi Cuba was Lee Harvev Oswald 
Oswald subscribed to left-wing publica- 
tions in the United States that discussed the 
secret war. In a radio debate in New Orleans 
on 21 August 1963. Oswald declared that ”1 
and the Fair Play for Cuba Committee do 
think that the United States government, 
inrough certain agencies, mainly the State 
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Murder Inc down there." Tlie rationality of 
Oswald s act was in sync w'ith. in response to 
the rationality of the Kennedy brothers’ bids 
against Castro. On the day Oswald tired his 
Manniicher-Carcano. a CIA officer in Paris 
was handing a Cuban agent a pen. filled with 
l^ison, with which to assassinate Castro. As 
Malcolm X famously said at the time of JFK’s 
killing. "The chickens have come home to 
roost.” 

The notion of Oswald as a person who acted 
of radical political motives runs against 
tne propositions of conspiracy buffs that he 
was an agent of the right. It also challenges | 









\\ h;ii W’arrcn C('nuni>siitn lawwTs used to call 
iIk* "w ashing machine" consiruci ol Oswald’s 
|x*rsonaliiy. meaning lhai. ifonK he had been 
able 10 aliord lo buy Marina u washing ma- 
chine. he w ould ncH have fell impelled lo kill 
! the Presideni. To ascribe raiionaliiy lo Os- 
w aid is 10 invest him w iih a comprehensible 
mission raiher than ihc homicidal petulance 
of a psychopaih. 

f . immediate afiermath of ihc 

, killing of Kennedy, was lemficd it would be 
scapegoated. Mosi people iniially thought 
Castro was responsible. In Washington. 
Johnson and his adN'isers rushed to c(»ver up 
what they thought might turn out to be a 
Russian- or Cuban-inspired assassination, 
fearing that popular fury might end up w iih a 
nuclear stand-off. When the White House 
discovered that the Dallas district attorney 
was about to charge Osw aid as a communist 
agent. Washington desperately and success- 
fully quashed the charge. 

Intelligence intercepts assured Johnson and 
his advisers that Castro was stunned by the 
killing and terrified that he would be held 
responsible. Fearful of nuclear war. the US 
elite insisted from the start that there was no 
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As Leon Da> ol Oakland recalled to me last 
year. TTie \\ itch-hunt was barely over in 
I 196.^. and the Smith Act and MeCamm Act 
I were at hand if the government wished to use 
I them. In liberal New York Cilv. the evening 
I of the killing saw city police closine a legal 
I and routine meeting of the Socaili.si Workers 
Party. Would the JFK killing provoke the 
imemmem of all radicals, as the W'all Street 
bombing had the Palmer raids of 1 9 1 9? That 
night, none of us could be sure. 

"For the first year or two after the killing 
mo.st books and anicles postulating a conspir- 
acy came from left-wing publishers. This re- 
pacated almost exactly what the Louisiana 
Republicans had done in 1935 after one of 
ilieir follow ers shot Huey Long. Not wishing 
to run as the as$a.ssinaiion pany. they spread 
ilie rumor that Long had really been shot by 
his own guards. Not only did this ploy work, 
but it’s still working on some people to this 
very' day. without a figleaf of fact to cover it.’* 

So it is time, to use the phrase of E P 
Thompson most belo\ ed by his obituarists, to 
rescue Oswald from the enormous conde- 
scension of posterity. Perhaps one dav Os- 
wald w ill be properly recognised as a leftist 
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j ITK rides through Dallas minutes before 
[ Oswald killed him. Inset* Kennedy became 
j President by cold-war scare-mongering 

; ini^ational sponsor of the ajwassinaiion. 
j Oswald wa.s a subscriber to such pen- 
j ^tcals as the Mitiiaut. He had described 
I himself as a Marxist. In the brief period bc- 
' murder bv Jack Rubv 

Jwr had given the clenched fisi'salutc. .Mv 
friend Frank Bardacke vividly remembers the 
nghicncd outrage this caused socialists in 
jjcrkcliw on 2.3 No\ ember, w hen ihe\ saw the 
, Communist salute on television. 



j w ho came to the conclusion that the only w ay 
to relieve the pressure on Cuba and obstruct 
I the attempts to murder Castro was by killing 
f Kennedy. In this calculation he was correct. 
I A year and a half after the killing in Dallas. 
I Johnson suspended the CIA's assassination 
' and privately denounced the ‘’Murder Inc** 

I that the Kennedys had been running in the 
I Caribbean. Oswald’s ambush was one of the 
few effective assassinations in the hi.siory of 
such enterprises. Too bad that this radical 
exponent of propaganda ol the deed shinild 
now be presented by avs;isNinaiion bulK as a 
pawn of the right. 



I%v,.v. S Vc.cCrriic:;i 



ofi'c-: 




The above cards have been designed 
exclusively for A'SS by f c ; . ! ; : i.*. 
C: :r r and ft.*.:; C : They are 

available in packs of 12 (four of each 
design per pack). Envelopes are 
included. Each pack costs £5. 

If you would like to order four pads 
(48 cards), they art ivaDable it a 
special offer price of II 5. AH prices 
include post 4c packaging. 



The A'SS Politically Correa Yuleu’de 
cards are just three of the designs 
published this Christmas by L^ds 
Postcards. For our entire range of the 
most exciting cards this season, phone, 
fax or write for our full colour 
catalogue and a free Christmas 
postcard gift by canoonisi Jacky 
Fleming. 

Tt? 0532 468849 
Fax 0532 436730 

Leeds Portcanfs, Freepost, 

Leeds LSI 4YS 

To order your Politically Correct 
Yulctide postcards, enclose a cheque 
pay*able to New Statesman & Society^ 
and send it to: 

Ckriri.T.:.* Card O.'.’cr, I.V vf .iitrT.L;. 

/ S;r;r!y,Fc:Tdrrt; C:.:., 

I V,;.;.. 

:: Lt.-.- '::' I. *, Lrr.drr. L2 Cro 












